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B ernie 
Martinez 
took a 
bite of a 
hot green 

pepper and held on 
to a cold bottle of 
water at the same 
time.

“I’ve had spicier things 
than this,” Martinez said 
as he cautiously nibbled 
on the green pepper given 
to him by Sue Colon, site 
coordinator for Nuestras 
Raices, a nonprofit agri-
cultural organization in 
Holyoke.

Nuestras Raices teamed 
up this year with the New 
England Farm Workers 
Council to offer youth in 
Greater Springfield sum-
mer jobs.

While most summer 
programs have been can-
celed due to the corona-
virus pandemic, the Farm 
Workers Council was able 
to secure summer jobs for 
50 students in a six-week 
program. The program is 
funded by the state Youth-
Works program through the 
Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Develop-
ment and the Common-
wealth Corporation. It is 
administered regionally by 
MassHire Hampden Coun-
ty Workforce Board, Inc.

Heriberto Flores, presi-
dent and CEO of the Farm 
Workers Council, said he 
reached out to U.S. Rep. 
Richard Neal and Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s offices to 
ensure that at least some 
students would be able to 
get summer jobs.

“We normally provided 
jobs for hundreds of kids 
every summer so that’s 
what I wanted to do again 
this year, but many of 
our job sites were closed 
down,” Flores said. “This 
program got approval 
because it is possible to 
socially distance on the 
farm.”

The youth, ranging from 
14 to 16 years old, have al-
ready been in the program 
for three weeks and have 
learned what it means 
to cultivate a crop from 
scratch, Colon said.

“I’m having them build 
community gardens within 
the farm site itself. They 
started with seed starters 
then they transplanted 

them into a plot that 
they weeded and tilled 
themselves. They put up 
the fence and the mulch 
around the crops as well,” 
she said.

All of the seeds are 
organic, and participants 
have planted everything 
from eggplant and spinach 
to aji dulce, a sweet pepper 
grown in Puerto Rico.

“We outsource the Ca-
ribbean vegetables from 
our commercial farmers. 
We wanted to give the 
students an idea of what 
growing a cultural and 
specialty crop looks like,” 
she said.

Martinez, 16, of Spring-
field, said he was expect-
ing to do hard farm labor — 
and he has gotten just that.

“It’s definitely a lot of 
work. It’s very hard work, 
but it’s worth it because it 
helps me get in shape and 
maybe lose a few pounds,” 
he said.

Trust Greene, 14, of 
Springfield said she has en-
joyed learning the process 
of preparing land for crops.

“We do a lot of weeding, 
a lot goes into it before you 
can even begin to plant the 
seeds,” she said.

Josh Segarra of Spring-
field plans on attending 
Springfield Technical 
Community College virtu-
ally in the fall. On the farm 
he supervises the younger 
kids as they work the land.

“They have really put 
in so much work,” he 
said. “It’s a lot of hours of 
weeding. I mean they have 

done so much weeding I 
feel bad for them in this 
heat, but then they get to 
grow something that they 
worked on with their own 
hands.”

The students are on the 
property from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. three days a week.

“We start the day with 
breakfast provided for free 
by Sodexo. They provide 
lunch as well,” Colon said. 
“I also have them do a 
walk every morning and 
talk to the commercial 
farmers on the property. “

The kids then work on 
their community garden 
for the rest of the day, with 
breaks for water and rest.

The program also 
includes learning com-
ponents as well as com-
munity service elements. 
Next week the group will 
be packaging boxes of 
produce that will be dis-
tributed to elderly people 
in Holyoke.

“We will be making 20 
pound boxes to deliver to 
senior housing commu-
nities in Holyoke,” Colon 
said. “We are sourcing 200 
pounds of produce right 
from the farms in the back, 
and then we will have the 
kids doing the packaging 
help us deliver them.”

Part of the reason the 
on-site summer work pro-
gram was approved were 
the safety precautions 
taken by the Farm Workers 
Council, said Ana West 
Reyes, executive admin-
istrative assistant for the 
agency.

West-Reyes said Spring-
field and Westfield were 
the two communities 
granted permission by 
the state to place youth 
in summer jobs. Nuestras 
Raices is the only in-per-
son worksite approved 
due to safety protocols the 
Farm Workers Council put 
in place. Two school buses 
each carry about a dozen 
participants to ensure 
social distancing. There 
are temperature checks 
before participants board 
the bus. At the farm there 
are individual snacks, 
water, breakfast and lunch 
offerings, mandatory 
masks and antibacterial 
sanitizers and soap.

“We have had so many 
parents tell us how appre-

ciative they are that their 
kids can be outside in a 
safe environment,” West-
Reyes said.

Flores said it’s not 
just about them earning 
money, but about getting 
outdoors and improving 
their mental health.

“I believe this generation 
is going to experience a 
lot of mental health issues 
because of the virus and the 
fast changes happening in 
the world,” he said. “Being 
out here gives them a 
chance to do something as 
simple as sit under the trees 
or take a walk and talk to 
the Nuestras Raices farm-
ers or look at the beautiful 
birds. It’s important for our 
youth to experience those 
things”

HOLYOKE

Green acres amid pandemic

With summer jobs scarce this year due to coronavirus, youth earn paychecks tilling the land

Right, Amodd McCullough, Christopher Avella and Michael Avella work at Nuestras Raices Farm Thursday in Holyoke. Below, youth engagement specialist Aidan Gilhooly feeds 
the chickens at the farm. Nuestras Raices teamed up this year with the New England Farm Workers Council to offer youth in Greater Springfield summer jobs. For more photos, 
visit MassLive.com. (HOANG ‘LEON’ NGUYEN / THE REPUBLICAN)

Top: Chicken farm at Nuestras Raices Farm in Holyoke. 
Nuestras Raices teamed up this year with the New En-
gland Farm Workers Council to offer youth in Greater 
Springfield summer jobs. For more photos, visit MassLive.
com. Bottom: Mehki Prophet and Eniyah Lovejoy clean out 
the cabin at Nuestras Raices Farm in Holyoke.
(HOANG ‘LEON’ NGUYEN / THE REPUBLICAN)

Trust Greene, 14, of Springfield, 
tills and weeds as part of her 
summer job at Nuestras Raices 
Farm in Holyoke.   
(HOANG ‘LEON’ NGUYEN / THE REPUBLICAN)

REGIS PHILBIN DIES
Genial personality hosted morning television shows and ‘Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire.’ Page A14
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B ernie Martinez 
took a bite of a 
hot green pepper 
and held on to 
a cold bottle of 

water at the same time.
“I’ve had spicier things than this,” 

Martinez said as he cautiously nib-
bled on the green pepper given to him 

by Sue Colon, site coordinator for 
Nuestras Raices, a nonprofit agricul-
tural organization in Holyoke.

Nuestras Raices teamed up this year 
with the New England Farm Work-
ers Council to offer youth in Greater 
Springfield summer jobs.

While most summer programs have 
been canceled due to the corona-
virus pandemic, the Farm Workers 
Council was able to secure summer 
jobs for 50 students in a six-week 
program. The program is funded 
by the state YouthWorks program 

through the Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development and the 
Commonwealth Corporation. It is 
administered regionally by MassHire 
Hampden County Workforce Board, 
Inc.

Heriberto Flores, president and 
CEO of the Farm Workers Council, 
said he reached out to U.S. Rep. Rich-
ard Neal and Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
offices to ensure that at least some 
students would be able to get summer 
jobs.

HOLYOKE

Green acres 
amid pandemic

With summer jobs scarce this year due to coronavirus,  
youth earn paychecks tilling the land

Above, Amodd McCullough, Christopher Avella 
and Michael Avella work at Nuestras Raices Farm 
Thursday in Holyoke. At right, youth engagement 
specialist Aidan Gilhooly feeds the chickens at the 
farm. Nuestras Raices teamed up this year with the 
New England Farm Workers Council to offer youth in 
Greater Springfield summer jobs. For more photos, 
visit MassLive.com. (HoANG ‘LEoN’ NGuyEN / THE REpubLiCAN)

SEE Farm, PagE a6

Fans, critics say 
retiring WSU prexy 
had 2 personas
By ron ChimeliS 
rchimelis@repub.com

The arrival of Ramon S. 
Torrecilha as Westfield State 
University president in 2016 
was met with cheery opti-

mism at a university with a 
turbulent history of controver-
sial leaders.

Torrecilha could inspire stu-
dents just by his own story: a 
rise from childhood poverty in 
Brazil to prominence in public 
higher education in the U.S. 
He seemed like just the choice 
for an emerging campus that 
yearned to be more modern, 

wEstfiELd

1 leader, 2 styles of leadership

Lt. Gov. Karyn polito visits Westfield State university in octo-
ber to help celebrate STEM week, sitting with university pres-
ident Ramon S. Torrecilha and fourth-graders from Westfield 
public Schools. (DoN TREEGER / THE REpubLiCAN FiLE pHoTo)

“Let me say 
the faculty 
commitment 
to our 
excellence 
has been 
unwavering. 

Where 
we 
diverg-
ed was 
pro-
cess.”

Ramon S. Torrecilha, 
retiring Westfield 
State University 
president

SEE torreCilha, PagE a4

Auto C6
Business C11
Careers C7
Home f1
Living d5
Local C1

Obits A10
Opinion C4
Puzzle d6
Sports B1
Travel d1
Weather B3

BOSTON

House OKs police 
reform measure

And on the third day, after 
sessions that ran for a collective 
35 hours, the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives 
passed a sweeping police 
reform and accountability bill 
that seeks to certify all law en-
forcement officers in the state 
and curb the use of force tactics 
by police.

The bill, which represents the 
House’s attempt at addressing 
calls to counter systemic racism 
and force changes within law 
enforcement, largely stayed 
true to core principals that the 
Black and Latino Legislative 
Caucus put forward early last 
month.

Full story, Page A3
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In a year that has already 

been defined by so much 

change and adaptation, 

Saratoga Springs and 

County, located 30 miles 

north of Albany, New York, 

is a historical anchor and the 

perfect getaway for history 

buffs and those seeking 

respite from everyday life.

By Tiera N. Wright

Special To The Republican

A short drive from the Spring-

field area and Western Massa-

chusetts, Saratoga is “a historical 

hotspot” and chock full of unique 

area attractions. The Saratoga 

National Historical Park, where 

the Battles of Saratoga took 

place, “played a pivotal role and 

is known as the turning point of 

the American Revolution,” says 

Annamaria Bellantoni, Vice Pres-

ident of Tourism for the Saratoga 

County Chamber of Commerce. 

Additionally, “Ulysses S. Grant 

wrote his memoirs at Grant Cot-

tage located in Saratoga County.”

For over 150 years, Saratoga 

has been synonymous with the 

racing of thoroughbred horses. 

Contributing to their historical 

significance; Bellantoni adds 

that “Saratoga’s Race Course is 

the oldest, operating sporting 

venue in the country.” For those 

looking to delve even further 

into Saratoga’s racing history, 

look no further than the National 

Museum of Racing and Hall of 

Fame. Furthermore, tours of the 

Saratoga Race Course, as well as, 

live harness racing year-round 

at the Saratoga Casino Hotel are 

also available. In the current cli-

mate, with day-to-day activities 

ever-evolving, Bellatoni suggests 

that prospective visitors first 

check Saratoga’s website for up-

dates pertaining to the opening 

of the race track, museum, and 

casino.
In addition to Saratoga’s 

“unique sense of place in his-

tory”, it’s also the perfect place 

for visitors to stop and smell the 

roses. With a bevy of outdoor 

spaces and parks, visitors can 

embrace Saratoga’s stunning 

scenery while hiking, biking, 

golfing or walking one of Sarato-

ga’s many trails. “Renowned for 

its natural mineral springs which 

were discovered by Mohawk 

tribes centuries ago, visitors 

have been coming to bathe in 

and drink from the springs of 

Saratoga since the early 1800’s 

as many believed the waters had 

health benefits,” says Bellantoni. 

Described as having their own 

distinct flavor, visitors today are 

still able to travel to the mineral 

springs and taste for themselves.

“Saratoga’s character and 

charm are so inviting,” says 

Bellantoni. Rounding out the 

array of activities Saratoga has to 

offer, Bellantoni boasts the area’s 

downtown boutiques, one-of-a-

kind shops, outdoor dining, and 

cafes. “There is something for 

everyone’s taste and budget,” 

says Bellantoni, adding “we 

also have many award-winning 

restaurants, casual eateries, great 

coffee shops and cuisines from 

around the world.”
Ultimately, like many other 

events and attractions nation-

wide, Bellantoni concludes, “in 

light of COVID-19 many of Sara-

toga’s iconic attractions like Sara-

toga Race Course and Saratoga 

Performing Arts Center (SPAC) 

may not be fully operational this 

year. There will most likely be 

racing, but without fans. So even 

though fans can’t take part in this 

wonderful summer tradition this 

year, they can still wager from 

anywhere. As summer progress-

es, visitors should check back to 

see if changes have been made 

that would allow them to take 

part in the experience.” While 

SPAC’s 2020 classical season has 

already been cancelled, visitors 

can still enjoy their cultural 

influence through videos, per-

formances, and more as part of 

their virtual, cultural library by 

visiting https://spac.org/experi-

ence-spac/creativeconnection/.

For more information, updates, 

or to plan your trip to Saratoga 

Springs and County, visit www.

ilovesaratoga.us

Adventure Awaits in

Saratoga

(Photos courtesy of saratoga county chamber of commerce)
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Red Sox fall to 
Orioles at Fenway

Orioles pitcher Alex Cobb kept 
the Boston Red Sox off balance 
yesterday, allowing just four hits 
and one run while striking out six 
in a 7-2 Baltimore win. 

It was a big change from the day 
before, when the Orioles watched 
the Red Sox pile up 17 hits in a 
13-2 win on opening day.

Full story, Page B1

Funding will allow 
hospital to retain 
furloughed workers
By dave Canton 
dcanton@repub.com

The Holyoke Medical Cen-
ter will be receiving an addi-
tional $8.7 million in federal 
funding, on top of its original 
allocation of $2.9 million 
distributed in early April, U.S. 
Rep. Richard Neal announced 
yesterday.

Neal and HMC President 
and CEO Spiros Hatiras held 
a joint press conference at the 
hospital yesterday morning 
announcing the revised allo-
cation.

Hatiras said the hospital 
was treating fewer than 100 
COVID-19 patients at the 
April 10 funding deadline. 
However, just two weeks later 
more than 120 COVID-19 
patients were being treated, 
many of them from the Holy-
oke Soldiers’ Home.

Neal, D-Springfield, who 
is the chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, 
said he and Hatiras met with 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex M. Azar and 
his staff several times to argue 
that the funding formula was 
“a little bit rigid” and unfair-
ly cut the hospital’s “high 
impact” designation, thus 
leaving it with approximately 
20% of the funding it should 
have received.

Baystate Medical Center 
in Springfield received $76.7 
million from the CARES pro-
gram, while Mercy Medical 
Center in Springfield received 

HOLYOKE

Medical 
center 
gets 
$8.7M

SEE Funding, PagE B3
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